
Everything but the 
carbon sink…

…a net-zero National Park?



Context
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Context

Total = 560,000 t CO2e



Achievements: CO2 emissions
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Peatland

• 60,000 ha of peatland, up 
to 7m deep…

…much of it badly degraded 
and losing  carbon



Achievements: peatland restoration

• Yorkshire Peat Partnership has started 
to restore natural drainage across 
20,000 ha since 2009

• Estimated carbon saving = 40,000t CO 2
per year?



Woodland

• Less than 4% of 
the National Park 
is woodland



Achievements: woodland planting

• Dales Woodland Restoration 
programme has created almost 1,150 
ha of new woodland since 2005

• Estimated carbon saving = 5,000 tCO2 
per year



Achievements: quarry road traffic



Quarry road haulage



Challenges
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• Peatland restoration - funding

• Woodland creation – funding; certainty; 
suitable sites (right tree in the right place)

• Farming – funding; certainty; information; 
cultural change.

Challenges: land use



Our Goals

“By 2040, it will be:

Resilient and 
responsive to the 
impacts of climate 
change, storing more 
carbon each year 
than it produces.”



D2: Support landowners to create at least a further 450 
hectares of native broadleaved and mixed woodland
that enhances the National Park’s landscape by 2024, 
with priority given to projects that strengthen habitat 
networks, increase carbon storage and help to reduce 
flooding.

D3: By 2030 restore all degraded blanket bog/deep peat 
habitat to ecologically and hydrologically functioning bog 
that is actively sequestering and storing carbon, and is 
being managed sustainably.

D4: Create a railhead at Horton Quarry and continue other 
measures to reduce road haulage limits from quarries 
by 50% compared to 2011.

Key objectives



A2 Dark skies

D8 Reducing waste

E1 Hyperfast/superfast broadband

E3 More sustainable tourism

E5 Reinstatement of railway lines

https://www.yorkshiredales.org.uk/about/national-park-management-plan/ -

Other objectives
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YDNPA – achievements



By 2030, reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
our operations by at least 95% compared to 
2005/06, and achieve annual carbon savings
from woodland planting that we have funded of at 
least 30 times our residual annual emissions.

YDNPA: goals



YDNPA: challenges

Action plan approved March 2020:

1. Renewable energy at 
all remaining buildings

2. Electric vehicles

3. Reducing mileage


