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Test[amentu]m Rob[er]ti Somerscales de Settell

[Will of Robert Somerscales of Settle]


In the name of God, Amen, the 29th day of October in the yere of o[u]r Lord God 1553, and in the first yere of the Reigne of Mary o[u]r Quene,

That I, Robert Somerscalles, of Settell in Craven w[i]t[h]in the p[ar]ishe of Gigleswicke and countie of Yorke, foller [fuller], beinge in p[er]fyte mynd and Remembra[u]nce, makithe this my Last will and Testament in manor and forme Following.


Firste I give and bequieth my sowle to almightie God, and to the Holye Virgin o[ur] Ladie Sancte Marie, and to all the Celestiall companie of heaven, and my bodie to be honestli Brought to the churche, and all divine service and suffrages songe or Said for my sowle, and all other thinges, at the discretion of my Executor.


It[e]m I give and bequethe for my mortuarye and other churche dewes That at right woll.


It[e]m I give and bequethe to the highe alter for forgotten tiethe [tithes] Lynnynes cloose [linen clothes] to the valewe of 3s 4d.


It[e]m I will that S[i]r Richard Somerschalles my sonne shall have for his porc[i]on of Goodes £6 13s 4d yf he have not a livinge in the Southe p[ar]tes of £10 or upward, and in the northe p[ar]tes of £4 or upward, and then the said £6 13s 4d to be devided to Margaret my wief and to Thomas and George my sonnes

It[e]m to everie God child that myne is 4d.


It[e]m I give and bequiethe to the mendinge of Settell Bridge 3s 4d.


It[e]m I bequiethe to Myles Booke my S[er]va[u]nt 6s 8d.


It[e]m to Richard Yveson 12d,


It[e]m to Elisabeth Jackson 12d.


It[e]m to Elisabethe Nico[l]son suche lyke Reward as yt shall please my wief to Reward hir at hir mar[r]iage.


It[e]m I give and bequieth to my brother S[i]r Richard the chamber of the backe syde of my fier howse, w[i]t[h] a sufficient bed and bedd cloois [bed clothes], duringe his Naturall lief, and further the said S[i]r Richerd to have one of my wiefe Serva[u]ntes, so longes as they towe doo agree.


It[e]m I give and bequiethe to Thomas Somerschalles my sonne my Newe howse, w[i]t[h] other suche howsses and purten[au]nces as doothe p[er]teyne and belonge to the right honorable Henrie th’Erle of Cumberland, of the yerelie rent of 8s.


It[e]m I will that the said Thomas or his assignes shall occupie the said fier howse and The Garydinge [garden], w[i]t[h] suche oother Esement [easement] as my wief may spare unto him, duringe her lief, and after the decease of my said wief the hole bequethe abovesaid to the said Thomas or his assignes, hollie to reenter and possesse the same.


It[e]m I give to the said Thomas my sonne half of one thorowe shroope in Sancte Barthilmewe fare at London, and half the tolbowed [?toll-booth] in Settell.

Thes 2 half bowes I give unto him after the decease of my wief, savinge the said Thomas shall have the hole bothe in Sancte Barthilmewes unto Suche tyme as my wief and the recordes of my will shall thinke it lefull [lawful] for George Somerschalles my sonne to occupie and Enter to the said half Bothe.


It[e]m I give to George Somerschalles my sonne the howse that I dwell uponne, w[i]t[h] all suche purten[au]nces therto Belonginge, of the yerelie rent of 4s.
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It[e]m I give to the said George my sonne all my Tenters w[i]t[h] sheires, and all other thinkes that Belongith to the fuller’s Occupac[i]on, after the decesse of my wief,

And yf yt shall please almightie God to call the said George unto his m[er]cy before that he be lawfullie maried and at lefull aige, and so to die w[i]t[h]ougt Lawfull yssewe begotten, Then the said bequeste hollie to Rema[i]ne to Thom[a]s my sonne or his children.


And yf the said George will not be ordered when he shall come to Lawfull aige, and then to be good and fructfull to his mother and to follie her fantasye in all her doinges,


Then I will that the said George shall have his porc[i]on of my goodes at the discretion of my wief and my recorders, and so the said George to seale a generall acquitans at the payment therof for all suche thinkes as I bequiethe him.


The Residewe and Remanent of all my goodes and debtes, moveable and unmoveable, w[i]t[h] interest, ticle [title] and terme of yeres of my howses and Tenementes, w[i]t[h] all other barga[i]ns dewe unto me at the daye of my death, my debtes and bequest holie paid and discharged, I give holie and Clerelie unto Margaret my wief, whome I make my hole Executrix of this my Last will and Testament, duringe her widowe head,

And yf the said Margaret doo marie, Then she to have her porc[i]on of my Goodes accordinge to the Lawe, and the rest of all my goodes, moveable and unmoveable, shalbe devided betwene Thomas my sonne and George my [word missing].


It[e]m I make Thomas Somershalles my sonne my sup[er]visor of this my Last will and Testament, to p[er]furme the same accordinge to the trewe Entent [intent], purporte and meaninge of the same.


It[e]m my will is that the said Thomas shall helpe, aide and maneteigne [maintain] Margaret my wief in all suche thinges as dothe belonge to this my will, and the said Thomas to be ordered for his paynes at the discretion of my recorders.


In wytnes hereof I, the said Robert Somershalles, haithe setto my hand and my seale the daye and yere w[i]t[h]in wrytin.


The wytinesse, S[i]r Richard Somershalles my brother, Thomas Browne, John Altam, William Taillor, w[i]t[h] others.

Probate of Will of Robert Somerscales of Settle, 1554


Secundo die mens[is] Aprilis anno d[omi]ni mill[es]imo quingen[tesim]o Liiijo decanus decanatus de Craven certificavit se approbasse test[amentu]m d[i]c[t]i def[uncti] virtute Commissionis sibi in ea p[ar]te direct[e] p[er] cap[i]t[u]lem eccl[es]ie metropo[litan]ce Ebor[aci] decano eiusdem in remotis agen[te] ac sede Archiep[iscop]ali ib[ide]m vacan[te]

Commissa fuit admi[ni]strac[i]o om[n]iu[m] bonor[um] d[i]c[t]i def[uncti] Executrici in eod[e]m Test[ament]o no[m]i[n]at[e] in forma iuris iurat[e]

Salvo iure Cuiuscumq[ue]

[On the second day of the month of April in the one thousand five hundred and 54th year of our Lord the Dean of the Deanery of Craven certified himself to have approved the will of the said deceased by virtue of the commission in that regard directed to him by the Chapter of the Metropolitan Church of York, the dean of the same working in remote parts, and the Archiepiscopal See in the same place being vacant.

Administration of all the goods of the said deceased was committed to the executrix named in the same will, she having been sworn in form of law,

Saving the right of any person whomsoever.]

