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Change is now the normé 

ÅWe live in a time when it seems as if almost 

anything could happené 

 

ÅTechnology, ecosystems, politics, economies, 

our everyday habits; change is ubiquitousé 

 

ÅSome change is positive; some less so. 

Mutability is something we are having to learn 

to live and work withé 

 

 

 



Changes in the Urban Areas in 

the UKé 
ÅUK an urban country from 1851  

 

Å1970 ð 2005 : 5 million + more 

35 years)  

  

Å2005 ð 2016 : 5 million + 

more(11 years ð 65.6 million 

population)  

 

Å2026 : estimated 69.2 million 

population?  



Is ôUrbanõ and ôRuralõ also out of date? 

e.g. current tree planting domainsé 

 

ÅUrban  

ÅSemi-Urban  

ÅPeri-Urban  

ÅEx-Urban (Commute)  

ÅRural 



Commuting in our Regioné 



But letõs think of positive changeé 
Å Humans have had a long, deep, cultural relationship with Nature, 

their trees, their woodlands and their landscapes - a relationship 

that, I would argue, transcends national cultures, and which sits as 

an equal alongside our scientific, economic, ecological and 

spiritual relationshipsé 

 

Å But since most of us now live in towns and cities, are people more 

interested in the price of a loaf of bread or a litre of car fuel than 

Nature: has Nature and especially trees become more of a 

ôcosmeticõ?...NO - I DONõT THINK SO, particularly not during CORVID 

19.. 

 

Å Re-discovering and planting trees and woodland has, arguably, 

done much to start positively re -kindling this relationship between 

people, Nature and their landscapes. It is an optimistic scenario, 
that is always looking forward to the future, and  strives for our  

futures to be happy, healthy, creative and successfulé 

 



Local Examplesé 



The Dales National Park  
ÅExpanded in 2016  

ÅNow covers 2179 

km² (841 sq miles) 

ÅHome to about 

24,000 people  

ÅDestination for over 

10 million visitors per 

yearé 

ÅFive Visitor Centres ð 
Aysgarth  Falls, 

Grassington , Hawes, 

Malham & Reeth  



Why do people visit The 

Dales?  
ÅTo engage with ôNatureõ and the 

ônaturalõ landscape, to relax, and to 

enjoy themselves.  

ÅBut basically they want  

Åa view, with  

Åa brew, and  

Åa loo.  

ÅTrees and woodlands are very 

much part of thisé 





The Dalesõ Woodland Siting and 

Design Guide  
Å provides an overview of the 

contributions that 

woodlands can make to 

The Dales; 

 

Å considers the siting and 

design of woodlands in 

typical Dales landscapes;  

 

Å looks at the sensitivities to 
forestry and woodlands that 

exist, and  

 

Å considers  other design 
issues, such as fencing and 

walls, and tree guardsé 



 Tree Planting in the Green New 

Dalesé 
ÅWhat has been achieved?  

ÅIt was proposed in 1995 to double the 

woodland cover by 2020 by restoring native 

woodlands ð achieved!  

 

ÅTree cover of The Dales is now about 5% (UK 

cover just under 13%; average EU cover 37%)  

 

ÅWhat next?  
ÅPlant more trees ð the right trees, in the right 

place, for the right reasons - letõs look at this in 

reverse orderé 

 

 



What were the reasons for planting 

the trees in The Dales?  
 

ÅTo create new habitats for wildlife & support biodiversity;  

ÅTo create natural places and spaces where people can 

relax and enjoy themselves;  

ÅTo absorb carbon & help to combat climate change;  

ÅTo protect the landscapes within and without the 

National Park from flooding & erosion;  

ÅTo restore parts of the ônatural landscapeõ that have 

been lost due to historical woodland clearance , and  

ÅTo bring farming and woodlands closer together as 

each benefits from the otheré 

ÅTHESE ARE STILL THE RIGHT REASONS FOR TREE PLANTING 

NOW...buté 

 



Additional reasons for planting more 

treesé 

ÅThere is no such thing as a static landscape ð they 

are either on their way up or on their way downé 

 

ÅThe need to design and provide places that will 

improve the health and well -being of visitors;  

 

ÅThe need to engage further in recombinant 

ecology ð we have to increase biodiversity in our 

human -dominated landscapes;  

 

ÅThe need to engage further in Agro -Forestry. 

Farming and Forestry have been apart for far too 

long ð they really compliment each other é 



RECOMBINANT ECOLOGYé 

 

ÅA relatively new field of ecology 
that acknowledges that, whether 
we like it or not, due to climate 
change, non -indigenous flora and 
fauna do and will have roles and 
functions to contribute to the 
natural processes of our emerging 
future landscapesé 

 
                                                                         



Trees in the right place - the Dales ð 

before expansioné 

 



Main and Tributary Dales - before 

and after plantingé 



Moors and Upland Dales - before 

and after plantingé 



The Limestone Fells ð before and 

after plantingé 



Howgill  Fells ð before and after 

plantingé 



ÅAll well and good ð but do 

these ôproposalsõ come across 

as not going far enough?  

 

ÅDo we need to plant many  

more trees to reinstate a more 

ônaturalõ landscape? 













Improve the experiential quality of 

some of the footpathsé 

ÅView direction is 

saying with treesé 

 

ÅThis is what we want 

you to see completely!  

 

ÅThis is what we want 

you to see partially!  

 

ÅThis is what we donõt 

want you to see at all!  



But always respect the ghosts in the  

 landscapeé 



Plant  the Right Tree, bearing in mind that  

Climate Change and Pests & Diseases are the 

biggest issues we are going to have to confronté 



NATIONAL VEGETATION 

CLASSIFICATION 

Å W1 : Sallow with marsh   

           bedstraw  

Å W2 : Alder with common reed  

Å W3 : Sallow with bottle sedge  

Å W4 : Birch with purple moor  

  grass 

Å W5 : Alder with tussock sedge  

Å W6 : Alder with stinging nettle  

Å W7 : Alder/Ash with yellow  

  pimpernel  

Å W8 : Lowland Mixed Broadleaf  

  [Ash/Field Maple]  

Å W9 : Upland Mixed Broadleaf  

  [Ash/Rowan]  

Å W10 : Lowland Mixed Broadleaf  

    [English Oak/Beech]  

Å W11 :  Oak / Oak -Ash 

Å W12 : Beech / Ash [with dogõs  

    mercury]  

Å W13 : Yew 

Å W14 : Beech / Ash [with  

    bramble]  

Å W15 : Beech / English Oak  

Å W16 : Lowland Oak [ sessile to  

    north + west]  

Å W17 : Upland Oak [sessile]  

Å W18 : Scots Pine [with heather]  

Å W19 : Juniper with wood sorrel  



Native v. Alien?  

Å1930õs ð Himmler  ôRules for the Design of the 

Landscapeõ, which stipulated a ôclose-to -

natureõ style and exclusive use of native 

plantsé 

 

ÅôArchetypeõ ð plants established before 1500  

 

ÅôNeophyteõ ð those established post 1500  



Criteria for the acceptable use of 

non -indigenous speciesé 

The introduced species musté 
Åbe adapted to the site conditions + climate;  

Åbe able to create humus;  

Åbe ecologically integrated into the indigenous 

flora + fauna;  

Åbe able to regenerate naturally;  

Ånot introduce disease to other species;  

Ånot be susceptible to any abnormal risk of 

being attacked by disease, and  

Åbe able to be managed on an uneven -aged 

basis. 



Possible Broadleaf Species  
Å Acer macrophyllum  : Big Leaf Maple  

Å Acer saccharinum  : Silver Maple  

Å Alnus viridis : Green Alder  

Å Alnus incana  : Grey Alder  

Å Alnus cordata  : Italian Alder  

Å Alnus rubra  : Red Alder  

Å Eucalyptus gunnii  : Cider Gum  

Å Eucalyptus glaucescens  : Tingiringi Gum  

Å Eucalyptus nitens  : Shining Gum  

Å Juglans  nigra  : Black Walnut  

Å Liriodendron tulipifera  : Tulip Tree 

Å Nothofagus  pumilo  : Lenga  

Å Nothofagus  alpina  : Rauli 

Å Nothofagus  obliqua  : Roble  

Å Paulownia  tomentosa  : Princess Tree 

Å Populus  trichocarpa  : Hybrid Poplar  

Å Populus  deltoides  & Hybrids  

Å Populus  x wettsteinii  : Hybrid Aspen  

Å Quercus  rubra  : Red Oak  

 

 

 



Possible Coniferous Species  
Å Abies  nordmanniana  : Caucasian Silver Fir  

Å Abies  alba : European Silver Fir  

Å Abies  amabilis  : Pacific Silver Fir 

Å Cedrus  atlantica  : Atlantic Cedar  

Å Cedrus  Libani  : Cedar of Lebanon  

Å Cryptomeria japonica : Japanese Red Cedar  

Å Metasequoia  glyptostroboides  : Dawn Redwood  

Å Pice  glauca  x Picea  sitchensis : Sitka and White Spruce Hybrid  

Å Pices orientalis  : Oriental Spruce  

Å Pices omorica  : Serbian Spruce  

Å Pinus peuce  : Macedonian Pine  

Å Pinus pinaster  : Maritime Pine  

Å Pinus radiata  : Radiata  Pine 

Å Pinus monticola  : Western White Pine  

Å Pinus strobus : Weymouth Pine  

Å Sequoia sempervirens  : Coast Redwood  

Å Sequoiadendron  gigantium  : Giant Redwood  



The Plastic Tubes! 





No  Plastic Tubes  


