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In the name of God Amen, this sixth day of March in the yeare of our Lord Christ  one Thousand six hundred eighty Three I John Lawson of Lodge in the parish of Gigleswicke in the County of yorke yeoman being sicke and weak in body but of good and perfect memory praised be god for the same doe make and ordaine this my last will and Testament in manner and forme following that is to say First and principally I Commend and Commit my soul into the mercifull handes of Almighty God my Creator and Redeemer assuredly Trusting that through the merritts and precious blood shedding of my Saviour Jesus Christ my sinnes shall be forgiven and that my soul shall be made partaker of Eternall Blisse and happiness in the Kingdom of Heaven and my body to be buried att the discretion of my Executor and Executrix hereafter named and other my friends And as to my Temporall Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me with and I give and dispose of as followeth And First my will and mind is that all such my just debts as are not already secured by land as after my Funerall expenses shall be paid out of my whole goods. Item my will and mind is and I doe give and devise unto Elizabeth my wife all my brass pewter and Bedding of all sorts as well woollen as Linnen to her owne use one old brass pann and one old pewter dubler except which I give unto my son Hugh Item I give unto my said wife the chist standing in the parlour, and one chist standing in the Little loft Item my will and mind is and I doe hereby give unto my said sonne Hugh Lawson as well the messuage and Tenement as all other lands and premises which are menconed and expressed in one Indenture of lease bearing date the ……..th day of June last and in one Indenture of release and confirmation bearing date the eighth day of June last and made by me to my said sonne Hugh, provided always that he nor his heirs nor assignes shall not be charged nor chargeable with \the payment of/ any  yearely rent or sum of money to Elizabeth his said mother although there is Two pounds Tenn shillings charged by the said release to be paid to her yearely for her life Item I give to my said sonne Hugh Twenty shillings Antient Rent on those Two pastures called Highhill and Halstead and the herbage and soyle thereto belonging to (him) his heires and assignes for ever Item I give unto him all my right and Title in three dailes of ground lying in Skirskill? And alsoe my full estate and equity of Redemption of all those lands groundes and …………. which I have ……rty mortgaged to William Bankes of Green and William Paley of Settle or (either of them) Item I give unto my said sonne Hugh all those Three closes called Watkinson closes containeing by Estimation Four acres and one close cald lower Sowerlands by estimation one acre to him, his heirs and assignes for ever provided always and upon Condition that he pay to Elizabeth Thomas and …….and Peter my younger Children forty poundes A peice within the space of Twelve months next after they shall attaine theire severall ages of Twenty one yeares and  not otherwise and in case he shall make default in the payment of the abovesaid sumes or any of them of any part or partes thereof then my will and mind is and I doe hereby give full power and authority to William Bankes and Richard Lawson aforesaid my brother and their heires and the ………/…….. and his heires to sell and dispose of the said Closes to and for the payment of the aforesaid sumes to my said children and to be sold to the best Benefit and advantage and the overplus that shall (remaine)…………… my will and mind is that it shall be given to my said sonne Hugh his heires or assignes Item I doe give to my said sonne Hugh Three shillings Foure pence antient rent on (A) pasture  called (Stal………?)……………………thereto belonging and on those Closes and inclosed groundes lyeing upon and…………. Settle moores within that part called the Cragg part containeing in all by estimation tenn acres and one Close lyeing amongst the same Closes called Stevensons Close by estimation one Acre and alsoe one Close called (Moore?) Close lyeing beyond the Gill and betwixt the groundes of Mr. Richard (Preston?) containeing by estimation Two acres and alsoe  one Close or pasture ground called (Stirskill? Alsoe)  fower score acre being by estimation Twelve Acres to hold to him his Executors Administrators and assignes for and during all such Termes and numbers of yeares as are yet unspent and to come in the same or any part thereof provided alwayes and upon Condition that he pay to Joseph and John Lawson my younger children Forty pound a peice within the space of Twelve months after they shall attaine theire severall ages of Twenty one yeares ……….otherwise and in case he shall make default in the payment of the  abovesaid sumes or either of them then my will and mind is and I doe hereby give full power and Authority to William Bankes and William Lawson aforesaid their Exceutors and Administrators and the survivor of them his Executors and Administrators to sell and convey the said Closes to and for the payment of the said Four score poundes to the said Joseph and John Lawson and to be sold to the best benefitt and advantage and the overplus that shall be made thereof my will and mind is that it shall be given to my said sonne Hugh his Executors Administrators and assignes Item my will and mind is that my said  wife Elizabeth  and my said sonne Hugh shall have and receive the rents, Issues and proffitts that shall arise out of the said Three Closes called Watkinsons Closes and the Two closes calld Sowerlands and all and singular the premises which are holden in lease For and Towards the maintenance and education of my said six younger Children; until they shall have theire said severall porcons paid as aforesaid, And it is alsoe  my will and mind that my said sonne Hugh from time to time as he shall pay the said portions shall enter as unto his owne estate to such part of the aforesaid premises as att the discretion of Two sufficient men shall be thought Fitt according to such sum or sumes as he payes, provided always that all the premises that are holden in Lease shall stand as security for the payment of the pocions aforesett out for Joseph and John my Two youngest children Item I doe give and devise unto my said wife and my sonne Hugh all and singular my goodes Cattells and Chattels not herein and hereby before disposed of equally betwixt them ( my household goods and husbandry geare onely Excepted) which my will and mind is shall be and remaine in and about my said messuage and be equally betwixt my said wife and my said sonne Hugh but in case my said wife shall happen to marry again that then my will and mind is my said wife nor any for her use shall have any right Title or interest of in or unto the said household goods and husbandry geare but that then they shall be one and remaine to the sole and proper use of my said son Hugh and I doe hereby nominate and appointe my said wife and my said sonne Hugh Executrix and Executor Jointly of this my last will and Testament And I doe desire and request the said William Bankes and William Lawson to doe theire utmost Endeavours to see this my last will and Testament duely and truly performed according to the True (Tenonor) and effect and true meaning hereof In witness hereof I the said John  Lawson to this my last will and Testament containeing Two sheets of paper have put my hand and seale the day and yeare First herein written John Lawson sealed  published and signed in the presence of us Thomas Carr William Foster John Richardson Memorandum that the said John Lawson doth order and give in the presence of the aforesaid witnesses and his will and mind is that if any of his foresaid children depart this life before they shall have had and received theire porcons that then such porcon as belongs to the deceased shall redound and come to all my said children that shall be then surviveing equally amongst them and I doe declare this to be as I direct to my aforesaid will as witness my hand and seale this Twenty First day of March Anno Dni. One Thousand six hundred eighty three John Lawson witness Thomas Carr William Foster John Richardson
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